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FREEMAN: What were things like growing up? Did you have a family radio, and did you listen to any programs?

BUTTERFIELD: Well, one of my favorite shows was The Green Hornet, if you can imagine. And I had a neighbor who was Italian, and he didn’t have any kids, so when it come time for The Green Hornet, I’d go over and listen with him, you know, because he just loved it. Yeah, we had a radio, and, you know, we listened to music, you know, whatever came on. It wasn’t like it is today.

FREEMAN: And that was growing up in California?

BUTTERFIELD: Yeah. I didn’t have television until we was married. Up here [in Herriman].

FREEMAN: What was it… What do you remember about when television first came out. Could you believe it, the idea of it?

BUTTERFIELD: Oh, I thought it was fantastic.

FREEMAN: You said the first time you got [a television] was after you got married?

BUTTERFIELD: We were married and had two children, yeah.

FREEMAN: What year was that?

BUTTERFIELD: About ’51. I think somebody in town had a little portable one that they won in a drawing or something, like in ’49 or something. But you had to go in to Salt Lake and buy one, you know. It was nice. And I loved the Hit Parade. We watched the Hit Parade and some of those old shows they had, you know. And The Lone Ranger, the kids just loved the Lone Ranger. 

FREEMAN: How big was it, the TV?

BUTTERFIELD: It was about seventeen, seventeen inches.

FREEMAN: And then was it… What kind of a frame was it in?

BUTTERFIELD: It was just a table model. We just sat it on the, on the sewing machine, I think. It was the sewing machine and my cedar chest. Everything was in the living room. Because we only had the one bedroom and the kitchen.

FREEMAN: What else, I don’t know, did you use it more for just watching entertainment shows or more for watching news or…

BUTTERFIELD: Well yeah, we just had it on in the evening. There wasn’t really anything in the daytimes yet, to watch. I forgot to say, in the early evenings, I guess… There was a show, a type of show for kids around three or something in the afternoon, or something like that.

FREEMAN: So was there stuff on all day long, or was it only certain broadcasts?

BUTTERFIELD: I don’t remember. I don’t remember, because we probably… I just don’t remember. I was so busy then with the kids.

FREEMAN: How much did it cost, the first TV you had?

BUTTERFIELD: I would have no idea, Josh.

FREEMAN: Do you remember it being… was it like a big expensive splurgey thing?

BUTTERFIELD: No, no. It was maybe like $150 or something.

FREEMAN: Not bad.

BUTTERFIELD: No, it was really no big deal.

FREEMAN: What are some of the big… some of the bigger events that you remember? Just, like, big news events? From your whole life, not necessarily when you had a TV, but when you were little.

BUTTERFIELD: I lived through the World War. I can remember in grade school.

FREEMAN: How old were you during the war?

BUTTERFIELD: I was about twelve, I guess.

…

FREEMAN: Do you remember when Pearl Harbor happened?

BUTTERFIELD: Yes.

FREEMAN: How did you find out about it?

BUTTERFIELD: It was on the news.

FREEMAN: On the radio?

BUTTERFIELD: Yeah.

FREEMAN: What was that like?

BUTTERFIELD: Well, it wasn’t very good…

FREEMAN: And then during the war, did you, like, go and watch the newsreels?

BUTTERFIELD: Yeah. Oh yes, we went to a lot of shows.

FREEMAN: How often?

BUTTERFIELD: Oh we’d go to shows once or twice a week.

FREEMAN: So it would have the news first and then a movie?

BUTTERFIELD: Well, and always a cartoon. But we had a little, pretty good-sized movie house there in South Gate, and you could get in with a can of food on Saturdays. You know, they’d have food drives and stuff and you could get in with canned food. And a lot of those Saturdays was just cartoons, or a serial, that you’d have to go back the next Saturday to see, to pick it up, you know, and see what happened. That was when I was grade school. We could walk two or three blocks to the show house, you know. And that was when you let kids out on the streets.

FREEMAN: Go wherever they wanted to.

BUTTERFIELD: Yeah.

FREEMAN: And then how was it… Do you remember how you felt when you found out about, like V-Day, for example or when Japan surrendered?

BUTTERFIELD: That was a big day.

Do you remember where you were exactly?

BUTTERFIELD: We were just out in the yard working, you know, and somebody was in the house and yelled something, and we went in and then we just, we just danced around and danced around the yard, and it was yelling and screaming and that. So it was, you know, it was quite a thing when we heard the war was over.

FREEMAN: It was such a big deal. What other big news events do you remember, like, seeing on TV later when you were older?

BUTTERFIELD: The moon. Walking on the moon.

FREEMAN: Yeah. Do you remember…

BUTTERFIELD: President Kennedy getting killed. Just different things that’s happened, that you really wasn’t expecting. I was in the house and the TV was on, you know, the news, and he’d [my husband] be out in the chicken coop or doing other things and I ran out to tell him. I know his dad couldn’t believe somebody had walked on the moon.

…

FREEMAN: OK. Do you remember when computers first started coming out?

BUTTERFIELD: No, because I wasn’t interested.

FREEMAN: You guys don’t have one now, do you?

BUTTERFIELD: No. And I don’t want one.

FREEMAN: Do you remember your kids getting one, or your grandkids talking about it or anything?

BUTTERFIELD: Oh, Cole [my grandson] over here, he’s 14 now, but when he was three years old, he knew what he was doing. I used to take him to grade school—kindergarten all through sixth grade—and leave him here at seven, six in the morning and I’d see that he got to bed and to school. One day he, and I can’t remember what grade he was in—fourth, fifth, something like that—and he says “Grandma, read this, I’ve got to turn it in. Proofread it for me.” And he’d done it on the computer, and I found a couple of mistakes, where he’d flipped, like, a number instead of a letter, you know. And there was a couple of mistakes, and he’d tried correcting it with White-Out and ink, and he said, “Grandma, I’m just making a mess of it.” He says “lets leave five or ten minutes early and we’ll just run across the street, and I’ll bring it up on the computer, I’ve saved it,” and he says “I’ll print it out and we’ll go.” He made the corrections, you know, on his that he had saved, and made the corrections and printed it out and we went to school. It is amazing what you can do with it, but you know, I have no interest. I work with people at the temple even older than me, and quite a few that are a little younger, but they do everything with them, you know, and they are fascinating. But, and my kids all have them, you know, and they use them at work, and my grandkids all know what to do. But me and grandpa, we really don’t want one.

FREEMAN: If what you’re doing works…

BUTTERFIELD: It’s too late in life. Yeah. You know, I’ll be eighty in February, and he’ll be eighty-eight in January, and it’s just… It ain’t worth it.

FREEMAN: Oh no.

BUTTERFIELD: And you know, I’ve heard so many people complain after they get one and they learn how to work them, they spend too much time on them, and they don’t do anything else.

FREEMAN: That’s true.

…

BUTTERFIELD: You know, when I was younger, things didn’t change that fast. But it’s just like everything else; these last few years it’s just escalated. I can’t keep up with it, I mean, it’s the roads, the traffic; it’s just everything. The building, technology and everything. When you think of when you used to go to a store and it was… It had an old cash register, you know, now they just run things across a thing. And even our temple recommends, you know, is coded. So, you know, it’s everything. And yet, when I look back, and I first started over there [at the temple] twenty-five years ago, and we had to slide our recommend through a machine.

FREEMAN: Oh yeah?

BUTTERFIELD: And then it would come up on a thing, and then we had another machine of some kind in the locker room where you had to run your…

FREEMAN: Again.

BUTTERFIELD: … Again to get your name. And so I says, in a way, we haven’t progressed that far because you still have to run your…

FREEMAN: After twenty-five years we’re back where we started.

BUTTERFIELD: Yeah. When you stop to think of it, now they take your recommend and they have to stick it through a machine. 

…

FREEMAN: And, is there anything else you remember about, mostly radio and TV, just how they affected your life through the years. Can you imagine what it would be like without them?

BUTTERFIELD: Well, I guess if you never had them, you’d never miss them, would you?

FREEMAN: I guess not. That’s true.

…
FREEMAN: Do you remember what kind of radio you used to have?

BUTTERFIELD: I couldn’t even remember what it looks like. Whether it was one of them big, you know… Well, it was a wooden one. Yeah. But I couldn’t tell you what… Unless it was Philco.

FREEMAN: And was it… Did it have AM and FM or just AM?

BUTTERFIELD: Just AM. I think we finally got one that had FM on it…

FREEMAN: When you were home still or after you got married?

BUTTERFIELD: I think it was after I got married. I don’t think it ever changed at home. 

